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for their "very great indulgence3' in listening to Mm, and the
speakers oa the other side for their "candid, fair" answers. "Popu-
larity was what he never courted; but on this point he spoke
merely to point out those dangers to which his fellow citizens
were exposed; dangers that were so evident, that when he ceased
to exist, he wished for no other epitaph, than to have inscribed
on his tomb, 'Here lies the man that opposed the constitutions
because it was ruinous to the liberty of America/ "
Lowndes spoke like an advocate for a client, with something
unconvincing in his rhetoric. James Lincoln of Ninety-Six, one
of the up-country men whom Lowndes represented, was blunter
and closer to the position of the Antifederalist minority. He
agreed that something should be done to remedy the defects of
the Confederation. But this proposed Constitution "totally
changes the form of your present government; from a well di-
gested, well formed democratic, you are at once rushing into
an aristocratic government.—What have you been contending for
these ten years past? Liberty. What is liberty? The power of
governing yourselves. If you adopt this constitution, have you
fills power? No; you give it into the hands of a set of men, who
live one thousand miles distant from you.5* A "haughty, im-
perious aristocracy^ would follow, and be followed by a "tyran-
nical monarchy." Americans were the freest people in the world,
yet here they were deliberating whether they should throw
away the blessings of freedom. The President was to be elected
for four years, but might be re-elected indefinitely. The Consti-
tution said not a word about the liberty of the press. "Was it
forgot? impossible! Then it must have been purposely omitted,"
The Constitution said that the government of the United States
would guarantee to each state a republican form of government
"But pray who are the United States—a president and four or
five senators." And why was there no bill of rights? "Perhaps this
same president and four or five senators would by and by,
declare them." Lincoln "much feared they would."
General Pinckney, replying, said the Convention had omitted
a bill of rights because these rights already belonged to the
people and the power over them had not been granted to the
central government "Another reason weighed particularly with
the members from this state, against the insertion of a bill of

